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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on 
June 25, 1999. r^>v. (1 — - ' 



Richard C. Stevens 



Reg No. 28,046 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97, AND 1.98 

Applicant submits herewith patents, publications, and other information of which 
he is aware, which he believes may be material, as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b), to the 
examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56(a). While the information referred to in this Information 
Disclosure Statement may be material pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56(b), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to, pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(h), constitute an 
admission that any patent, publication, or other information referred to is, or is considered to be, 
material to the patentability of this invention. Further, pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .97(g), the filing of 
this Statement should not be construed as a statement that a search has been made or that no 
other material information exists. 

A listing of all items of information cited is attached on PTO Form 1449. Copies 
of the items are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. Also enclosed is a copy of the 
PCT International Search Report dated 02 June, 1999. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within the period set forth in 



37 CFR § 1.97(b) because it is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a first office action 
on the merits. 



In the alternative, it is believed that this Information Disclosure Statement is being 



filed within the period set forth in 37 CFR § 1.97(c) because it is believed to be filed before the 
mailing date of a final action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance under §1.311. In 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e), the undersigned attorney certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of this statement. 
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Patents, Box Patent Application, Washington, D.C. 
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In accordance with the duty under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and 1.97 of each individual associated 
with the filing and prosecution of this patent application (hereinafter, "associated individuals") to 
disclose all information known to that individual to be material to patentability, Applicant hereby 
submits the attached form PTO-1449 (modified) that lists art cited. This submission is made in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and § 609 of the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure. 
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The art listed therein, while believed to be of some relevance, is not necessarily considered 
to teach or suggest any aspect of the invention described and claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. Applicant hereby expressly reserves the right to swear behind the effective dates of any 
of the references. Applicant further reserves the right to question the relevance, materiality, and/or 
prior art status of the references in whole, in part, or in combination subsequent to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. This information disclosure statement is also not to be construed 
as a representation that a search has, or has not, been conducted or that no better art exists. Rather, 
this information disclosure statement discloses only the best art of which the associated individuals 
are aware. 

In considering the art set forth below, it may be noted by the Examiner that certain of the 
references may contain markings, underlinings, and/or other notations. These markings, 
underlinings, and/or other notations are not to be construed as drawing the Examiner's attention 
either to selected parts or away from other parts of the references. Any such markings were either 
present on the copies of the references obtained by the associated individuals, or were made thereon 
during the study of the references by the associated individuals. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider each of the cited references, to indicate 
such consideration by initialing in the space provided next to each reference on the enclosed Form 
PTO-1449 (modified), to sign the initialed Form PTO-1449 (modified), and to return a copy of the 
same with the next communication to the Applicant(s). For the convenience of the Examiner in 
considering the references, a copy of each of the cited references is enclosed with this 
communication. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



JENKENS & GILCHRIST, P.C. 




Jenkens & Gilchrist, P.C. 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3200 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
(214) 855-4709 
(214) 855-4300 (fax) 
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